
 

 

English II Honors - Summer Reading Essay Assignment 

 
The summer essay is a required component of the English II - Honors course. The essay will be graded and will 

count towards your 1
st
 marking period grade. All essays are due on the first day of school.   

• All students with English scheduled during the first semester must bring the essay on the first day of 

class. 

• All students with English scheduled during the second semester must still bring the essay to their 

English teacher on the first day of school, even though class will not officially meet until semester two. 

 

Essay requirements are as follows: 

 

� 2 ½ to 3 page minimum 

� Formal, academic tone (utilize strong academic vocabulary; do not use personal pronouns; no contractions) 

� A clearly stated thesis statement 

� Textual support (including direct quotations) in body paragraphs 

� MLA citations for quotations and reference materials (if utilized) 

� A formal heading, essay title, and page numbers (MLA format)  

� PROOFREAD your essay 

 

Choose your novel.  Then, choose one of the essay topics listed below. 

 

The Color Purple  

  

1. How do prevailing attitudes about women contribute to the decisions made by Celie and Nettie, and the other 

female characters, throughout the novel? What effects do these decisions have on the women as individuals and 

on society as a whole? 

  

2. Compare and contrast the male characters in The Color Purple. What generalizations does Walker make 

about males and what effect does it have on the novel and its characters? Use specific examples from the novel 

to support your response, including quotations. 

   

Dandelion Wine  

  

1. Although Dandelion Wine is primarily about a twelve-year-old boy, there are a host of older characters in the 

novel. What is the role of the older people in the novel? What are the contrasts between the way that old people 

view the world and the way that children view the world? Analyze and discuss the role of at least three different 

older characters in the novel and the impact those characters have on the narrator. 

  

2. Bradbury writes several times in Dandelion Wine about the ravine, the middle ground between civilization 

and untamed nature, with roads leading to both. What can be said about the interaction between these two forces 

(civilization and nature) throughout the book? Does Bradbury seem to favor one over the other? Why? What 

impact does this have on the story? 

 

 

Grading of the Essay 

 

Your essay will be graded based upon how well you respond to the assigned questions and how thoroughly you 

use textual support in that response.  Essays that do not meet the length requirement will not be accepted. Late 

essays are not accepted unless extenuating circumstances are provided. Good luck and happy reading! 


